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HANNIBAL LEAVES APULIA.

was much dissatisfied with it, and, like Sempronius and FIa<
minius, he also desired a battle. But the proof of Fabius'
wisdom lay in the fact that Hannibal was of like mind with
Minucius.

Eventually this clever manoeuvring worried the Cartha-
ginian into leaving Apulia, where he had not met with the
hoped-for support of the population, and into marching
through the land of the Hirpini across the Apennines and
into Samnium, which he did by moving around Fabius' flank
and through the same valleys by which the latter had ad-
vanced. This must have been an operation of great delicacy
and beautifully conducted. We have no details of it.

Hannibal's Route to Campania.

At this point the Apennines are not high. A few of the
peaks rise to an altitude of from three thousand to four thou-
sand five hundred feet; but between the ranges, which branch
out in every direction, are valleys and plains of more or less
extent, and much beautiful rolling upland, susceptible of ex-
